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Canadiens @ Canucks game recap: Montreal overpowers Vancouver in a rout 
83 
Montreal scores a huge win, but not without some casualties. 
 
On Wednesday night, the Montrea Canadiens and Vancouver Canucks played arguably the 
most exciting game of the early NHL season. Despite falling 6-5 in the shootout, Montreal 
overcame some self-inflicted penalty trouble, battling back multiple times to salvage a point in 
their sloppiest game of the season. A hat trick from Tyler Toffoli, plus goals from Jesperi 
Kotkaniemi and Brendan Gallagher, helped pace Montreal’s offence. 
 
Claude Julien stressed that the team needs to be more disciplined and toughen up on the 
penalty kill going forward. Despite the loss, there were no changes to the lineup, and given their 
play at even strength, it’s hard to argue that there should have been any changes made. 
 
For the Canucks, they were without Travis Hamonic, who was hurt on Wednesday night. Brogan 
Rafferty drew into the lineup in his place. Also missing was Alexander Edler, who was replaced 
by Olli Juolevi. Between the pipes it was Jake Allen for Montreal, while Thatcher Demko got the 
nod for the Canucks. 
 
In need of a fast start, the Canadiens got just that as Kotkaniemi outworked Rafferty along the 
boards and flicked a puck into the slot. Both Joel Armia and Toffoli missed their initial swings at 
the puck, but Toffoli connected and fired it past Demko for the game’s opening goal, and 
Toffoli’s fourth in two games. 
 
 


